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(Pub. L. 89–665, title IV, § 407, as added Pub. L. 
102–575, title XL, § 4022, Oct. 30, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4768.) 

CHAPTER 1B—ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
RESOURCES PROTECTION 

Sec. 

470aa. Congressional findings and declaration of pur-
pose. 

470bb. Definitions. 
470cc. Excavation and removal. 

(a) Application for permit. 
(b) Determinations by Federal land man-

ager prerequisite to issuance of per-
mit. 

(c) Notification to Indian tribes of pos-
sible harm to or destruction of sites 
having religious or cultural impor-
tance. 

(d) Terms and conditions of permit. 
(e) Identification of individuals respon-

sible for complying with permit 
terms and conditions and other ap-
plicable laws. 

(f) Suspension or revocation of permits; 
grounds. 

(g) Excavation or removal by Indian 
tribes or tribe members; excavation 
or removal of resources located on 
Indian lands. 

(h) Permits issued under Antiquities Act 
of 1906. 

(i) Compliance with provisions relating 
to undertakings on property listed 
in the National Register not re-
quired. 

(j) Issuance of permits to State Gov-
ernors for archaeological activities 
on behalf of States or their edu-
cational institutions. 

470dd. Custody of archaeological resources. 
470ee. Prohibited acts and criminal penalties. 

(a) Unauthorized excavation, removal, 
damage, alteration, or defacement 
of archaeological resources. 

(b) Trafficking in archaeological re-
sources the excavation or removal 
of which was wrongful under Fed-
eral law. 

(c) Trafficking in interstate or foreign 
commerce in archaeological re-
sources the excavation, removal, 
sale, purchase, exchange, transpor-
tation or receipt of which was 
wrongful under State or local law. 

(d) Penalties. 
(e) Effective date. 
(f) Prospective application. 
(g) Removal of arrowheads located on 

ground surface. 
470ff. Civil penalties. 

(a) Assessment by Federal land manager. 
(b) Judicial review of assessed penalties; 

collection of unpaid assessments. 
(c) Hearings. 

470gg. Enforcement. 
(a) Rewards. 
(b) Forfeitures. 
(c) Disposition of penalties collected and 

items forfeited in cases involving 
archaeological resources excavated 
or removed from Indian lands. 

470hh. Confidentiality of information concerning na-
ture and location of archaeological re-
sources. 

(a) Disclosure of information. 
(b) Request for disclosure by Governors. 

470ii. Rules and regulations; intergovernmental co-
ordination. 

Sec. 

(a) Promulgation; effective date. 
(b) Federal land managers’ rules. 
(c) Federal land managers’ public aware-

ness program of archaeological re-
sources on public lands and Indian 
lands. 

470jj. Cooperation with private individuals. 
470kk. Savings provisions. 

(a) Mining, mineral leasing, reclamation, 
and other multiple uses. 

(b) Private collections. 
(c) Lands within chapter. 

470ll. Annual report to Congress. 
470mm. Surveying of lands; reporting of violations. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 410pp–5, 410tt–3, 
460uu–41, 460ccc–3, 460hhh–4, 460iii–5, 460jjj–1, 470a of this 
title; title 20 section 4424; title 43 section 2102. 

§ 470aa. Congressional findings and declaration 
of purpose 

(a) The Congress finds that— 
(1) archaeological resources on public lands 

and Indian lands are an accessible and irre-
placeable part of the Nation’s heritage; 

(2) these resources are increasingly endan-
gered because of their commercial attractive-
ness; 

(3) existing Federal laws do not provide ade-
quate protection to prevent the loss and de-
struction of these archaeological resources 
and sites resulting from uncontrolled exca-
vations and pillage; and 

(4) there is a wealth of archaeological infor-
mation which has been legally obtained by pri-
vate individuals for noncommercial purposes 
and which could voluntarily be made available 
to professional archaeologists and institu-
tions. 

(b) The purpose of this chapter is to secure, for 
the present and future benefit of the American 
people, the protection of archaeological re-
sources and sites which are on public lands and 
Indian lands, and to foster increased cooperation 
and exchange of information between govern-
mental authorities, the professional archae-
ological community, and private individuals 
having collections of archaeological resources 
and data which were obtained before October 31, 
1979. 

(Pub. L. 96–95, § 2, Oct. 31, 1979, 93 Stat. 721.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 96–95 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Archae-
ological Resources Protection Act of 1979’.’’ 

§ 470bb. Definitions 

As used in this chapter— 
(1) The term ‘‘archaeological resource’’ 

means any material remains of past human 
life or activities which are of archaeological 
interest, as determined under uniform regula-
tions promulgated pursuant to this chapter. 
Such regulations containing such determi-
nation shall include, but not be limited to: 
pottery, basketry, bottles, weapons, weapon 
projectiles, tools, structures or portions of 
structures, pit houses, rock paintings, rock 
carvings, intaglios, graves, human skeletal 
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